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EAAL – Entry Pathways Strand (WP2)

• Provides the ‘basic skills’ focus to the work of evidencing the 
impact of adult learning across the UK nations.

• Complements other strands looking at ‘progression’ e.g. in-
work.

• Draws on L&W’s Citizens’ Curriculum basic / life skills 
approach, previously presented at England Impact Forum.

• In the European context, links to the Upskilling Pathways 
initiative of the European Commission.  



Upskilling Pathways

Source:  European Commission
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England – Policy Context

• 9m adults could benefit from improving basic English and/or 
maths skills (OECD)

• Participation in 19+ basic skills learning has fallen by around 
20% since 2012.

• Considerable evidence of earnings premium and productivity 
gains through improving English and maths skills (OECD).

• Technical reforms are taking place, but a need to revitalise 
practice and create new forms of delivery to engage people 
and meet local needs.  



Northern Ireland – Policy Context

• 'Colleges will raise the level of literacy, numeracy and ICT competence in 
Northern Ireland by adopting the new qualifications that are being 
developed through the refreshed Essential Skills strategy and the 
reviews of GCSEs in English and mathematics in Northern Ireland.’  
(Further Education Means Success, 2016)

• Numbers of ES qualifications delivered appears to be falling?

• Technical reforms have taken place, but is there a need to revitalise 
practice and create new forms of delivery to engage people and meet 
local needs? 



More flexible, creative and innovative 
models are needed to engage and 
motivate learners and meet the 

challenge of poor basic language, 
literacy, numeracy and digital skills in the 
context of rapid social change.

So, L&W believes that ....



“A citizens’ curriculum is learning 

which is locally-led, developed with 
the active participation of learners, 
and interlinks life skills such as 
language, literacy and numeracy with 
health, financial, digital and civic 
capabilities.”
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Learning from Europe

Some examples from the Life 
Skills for Europe project -
www.eaea.org/project/life-
skills-for-europe-lse/ 

• Learning for Successful 
Life (Slovenia)

• The Second Chance 
Systematic Development 
of Functional Elementary 
Education of Adults 
(Serbia)

• Danish Language and 
Culture (Denmark)

http://www.eaea.org/project/life-skills-for-europe-lse/


The ‘Line of Sight’



STEM Entry Pathway



Entry Pathways - Summary

• Personalised, and/or one-to-one approaches and a flexible 
offer to tailor the approach

• Employability focussed support – going beyond ‘job search’ to 
include use of role models, visits etc.  

• Partnership working – a wide range of local stakeholders, to 
ensure the programme supports local economic needs.

• Location of programmes – friendly and accessible.



Rochdale Borough’s Integrated Place Work:  The Critical elements
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Discussion Questions

1. What is the current picture in relation to entry pathways in Northern 
Ireland?  What are the opportunities and challenges?  (For example, 
funding …)

2. What role could better developed entry pathways play in the adult 
learning landscape in Northern Ireland?  Who might benefit, and how?

3. To what extent is the Citizens’ Curriculum model useful as a framework 
for a vocational entry level pathway programme for adults?

4. What other examples of entry level vocational pathways (curriculum 
models, projects, pilots etc.) exist in Northern Ireland?  What impact have 
they achieved?

5. Are there any other key elements of entry level vocational pathways that 
we have not covered?


